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PISCATAWAY, NJ - This week is Computer Science Week and Piscataway schools are celebrating by 

participating in the Hour of Code international event that runs from December 7-13. Tens of millions of 

students in over 180 countries are learning the importance of computer science through various classes and the 

one-hour introduction to coding workshop. 

According to HourofCode.com, the workshop is “designed to demystify code and show that anybody can learn 

the basics.” 

Piscataway schools already include coding lessons through digital literacy classes in grades K-8. At first only 

the upper grades were able to participate. Then two years ago the classes were extended to Third Graders, and 

in September, the elementary schools began offering them even earlier in the curriculum at the Kindergarten, 

first and second grade levels. 
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“We’re focusing on coding because there are so many important things that we use in this day and age that rely 

on code, and the ability to write code,” said Chris Irovando, the district’s Coordinator for Instructional 

Technology. “We want to give them a deeper connection to the importance of computer science.” 

On Tuesday evening, students at the Randolphville Elementary School had an opportunity to spend an hour 

after school seeing their work put into practice. They were able to show parents and visitors how proficient they 

have become at coding. 

Lindsey Pietrocola, a digital literacy specialist for the school and at Grandview Elementary, said it was a great 

night and that “students beamed with excitement as they worked with the coding exercises.” 

She said the schools have hosted other coding nights where the children learned how to used robotics to make a 

pulley move.  “I really feel coding crosses every subject and parents can see how it connects to those subjects,” 

said Pietrocola. “Parents tell me how it is a wonderful experience for their children.” 

http://www.hourofcode.com/
https://www.tapinto.net/subscriptions/new
http://randolphville.piscatawayschools.org/
https://uploads.thealternativepress.com/uploads/photos/80/best_84cc9ebbc659bcd23cc2_thru_12-8-15_006.JPG
https://uploads.thealternativepress.com/uploads/photos/d2/best_63a946e316840a029918_thru_12-8-15_009.JPG


Mihran, a second grader at Randolphville has taken coding classes in the past and is excited to be able to work 

on more projects.  “I like putting in the blocks and sticking them together and pressing the run button,” said 

Mihran. He was working on a Star Wars themed project provided by the Hour of Code program. “Then the 

character moves,” he said. 

Mihran’s dad, Mirkasim, is a programmer and does lots of coding himself. “I got interested in coding in my 

20s,” said Mirkasim. “So seeing my son doing it in the second grade is awesome.” He hopes Mihran will use 

coding to one day build something futuristic and innovative that will be helpful to all humans. 

DaShawn Reynolds is the other digital literacy specialist for Randolphville and at Knollwood Elementary. “This 

was an exciting night for the students because they used familiar themes that helped them have fun while 

learning how to code,” she said. 

Reynolds planned to use the Cookies & Coding, Disney’s Frozen, and Star Wars themes to lead Knollwood’s 

Hour of Code on Wednesday night. She hopes the level of excitement for coding carries over to students in the 

other schools.  

 


